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Help us Protect a Fragment   

of Early South Florida  

 

Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park is located 
on the southern tip of the large barrier  
island of Key Biscayne.  The park is named 
after the late Miami newspaper editor who 
championed this area for a public park.  
 

 

    Join Friends of Cape Florida                         Your help is needed and appreciated!  

 

Key Biscayne was named by Ponce de 
Leon in 1513 during one of his first visits 
to Florida. The U.S. government built the 
Cape Florida lighthouse in 1825 but it was 
damaged by Seminole Indians in 1836. Ten 
years later, the lighthouse was relit, still 
stands today and is open for guided tours. 
Cape Florida was also one of the first 
òstationsó in the òUnderground Railroadó 
and served as a refuge and a meeting place 
for runaway slaves and  Seminoles. In 
2004, Cape Florida was designated as part 
of the Underground Railroad Network to Free-
dom. 

Following Hurricane Andrew in 1992, a 
comprehensive ecological restoration effort 
was undertaken with the help of  
thousands of volunteers who restored the 
parkõs historic native plant communities.   

The Friends of Cape Florida, a Citizens 
Support Organization (CSO), continues 
the work  of those dedicated volunteers as 
we strive to promote, protect and restore 
the natural and cultural resources of the 
park. 
 

     

Volunteers serve as park guides, assist 
with special events and participate in  
exotic plant removal and plantings.  
Volunteers also participate in critical  
activities including the Sea Turtle Nest  
Monitoring Program, provide newsletters 
and pamphlets for park visitors as well as 
raise funds for programs, equipment and 
building and renovating park facilities.  

 

 



Friends of Cape Florida, Inc. 
 
Membership Application  
(Please Print)  
Ɗ  New      Ɗ   Renewal 
 
Name:________________________ 
Corp:_________________________ 
Address:______________________ 
City:__________  State:__________  
Zip:________ Phone:____________ 
E-mail:________________________ 
 
Membership Category (Annual)  
(  )  Student/ Senior        $10 
(  )  Individual                  $15  
(  )  Family                        $45 
 
Gift Memberships:  
Give a thoughtful gift.  Gift memberships 
are available at all levels. 
 
 
All membership fees go to enhance the 
visitor experience at the park. 
 
Please make checks payable to: 
Friends of Cape Florida 
1200 S. Crandon Blvd. 
Key Biscayne, Florida  33149 
 
A Florida non -profit organization  
 
 
For additional information, please call 
305.361.0611. More information is also  
available at www.capeflorida.org  
 
Revised August 2009 

Cape Floridaõs Natural Treasures 

Cape Floridaõs ecosystem includes the beach 
dune, coastal strand, tropical hardwood 
hammock, isolated freshwater wetlands, 
and mangrove wetlands. The beach dune 
community supports many rare plant  
species such as sea oats, sea lavender,  
inkberry and beach star. Dunes also act as a 
protective barrier, protecting low -lying  
interior areas and buildings from forces of 
onshore winds and waves. Other areas of 
the park include saw palmettos, shrubs and 
grasses that comprise the coastal strand 
community.  
In the south-western portion of the park, a 
maritime tropical hardwood hammock has 
been restored with various species of  
subtropical trees and shrubs. Five isolated 
freshwater wetlands are scattered through-
out the park and provide necessary habitat 
to wildlife. In addition, 85 acres, adjacent to 
Biscayne Bay, have been excavated and 
vegetated with red mangroves to restore 
historical tidally -connected mangrove  
wetlands. Restoration of natural areas is an 
ongoing activity at the park  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Membership:  
Join the Friends of Cape Florida and have 
special access to our park and membership 
programs. Take advantage of our park and 
the many exciting opportunities available.  
As a member, you will enjoy many  
privileges while supporting the vital work of 
this non-profit organization.  
 

Twelve free family days per year  
 

Invitations to special members-only 
events and after-hours tours 

 
A 10% discount coupon at park restau-
rants  

 
And much more!  

Wildlife Finds Refuge  

As a result of the extensive restoration and 
replanting of native  species, Cape Floridaõs 
wildlife has blossomed, with more than 50 
species of butterflies and 200 species of birds. 
Rare species, including peregrine falcon, 
least tern and the American crocodile, have 
found refuge in the park. Along the beach, 
loggerhead sea turtles nest each summer. 
The seagrass beds in the ocean and bay pro-
vide a nursery habitat for juvenile fish (sea - 
trout, jacks, mullet, snapper and barracudas) 
and crustaceans (pink shrimp and lobster) 
and are a source of food for sea turtles and 
manatees. 

Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park �² voted 

one of the top ten beaches in the U.S.! 


